New Zealand Day 9 
Today, our last day in New Zealand, started out cloudy, windy and raining.  We decided to visit the Te Papa Museum this morning since it’s right across the street from our hotel.  What a fabulous museum.  We saw an entire floor of art, mostly from New Zealand artists that we’d never heard of or seen in the US.  There was Maori art and culture as well and a film about New Zealand’s history – or at least that’s how it was billed.  It was really a film that flashed old and new on the same screen and it was impossible to tell what you were looking at and why. 

We spent a good two hours walking through interesting exhibits and could have spent another hour if it weren’t time for lunch. 

We ate at a restaurant right across from Parliament called Back Bench.  Their claim to fame are the caricatures of former prime ministers and MPs on the wall.  But, unlike the Palm, these are not caricatures painted on in two dimensions, but 3-D nearly life-sized “people” on the walls or in some cases, their heads on plaques.  It was great fun looking at all the people.  In addition, the sandwiches and other dishes are named for political folks.  The food was good and it was a unique experience. ​​

From here we next went to the cable car to travel up to the botanical gardens and observatory and cable car museum.  The cable car is like the one in Hong Kong, in that it is a train car that runs up and down a track and stops a couple times along the way to let people off.  The ride takes less than five minutes but when at the top, what a spectacular view you have.  And, as luck would have it, the day turned from gray to blue, the wind died down, the sun came out and it was a perfect day by the time we reached the top.

We spend some time exploring both the botanical gardens and the cable car museum and then returned to our hotel to pack and get organized a bit before we take off tomorrow. 

Dinner tonight was at a restaurant walking distance form the hotel called St. John’s, in the stock exchange building, which featured a variety of good dishes – lamb, beef, venison, soup, etc.  Dinner was quite good for our last meal in  New Zealand accompanied by a very nice Pinot Noir, a very popular wine made in the country.
We asked the hotel for a 3 a.m. wake-up call as we’re leaving for the airport around 4:30 a.m.  Ye gads!

In all, have loved our time on the north island, although I admit I like the south island better. But you still can’t beat New Zealand for friendly people and a wide variety of things to do and see. 

